




Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. All rights reserved.

Interactive Textbook 407 A Family of Planets

SECTION 1

Name Class Date

Our Solar System continued

Earth

Mars

Venus

Sun

Mercury

The Inner Planets

THE OUTER PLANETS
The outer solar system contains four planets: Jupiter, 

Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. The outer planets are very 
different from the inner planets.

The outer planets are very large and are made mostly 
of gases. Therefore, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune 
are sometimes called the gas giant planets, or simply the 
“gas giants.” 

The distances between the outer planets are much 
larger than the distances between the inner planets. For 
example, the distance between Jupiter and Saturn is 
much larger than the distance between Mars and Earth. 
The figure below shows the orbits of the outer planets.

Inner
Planets

Neptune

Uranus

Saturn

Jupiter

The Outer Planets

TAKE A LOOK 
4. Identify Which of the 
inner planets is closest to 
the sun?

5. Identify Which of the 
inner planets is furthest from 
the sun?

Critical Thinking
6. Compare Give two 
differences between the 
inner solar system and the 
outer solar system.

TAKE A LOOK 
7. Identify What planet is 
farthest from the sun?




